MacBeth Project

Choose one from Section I and one from Section II

I.  You will write a 2-page typed double-spaced essay on one of the following topics.  Your essay should incorporate quotes and examples.

a. The supernatural plays an important role in Macbeth. To what extent does it motivate Macbeth's actions? 

b. Is Lady Macbeth more responsible than Macbeth for the murder of the King? Is Lady Macbeth a more evil character than her husband and, if so, why? 

c. The sleepwalking scene in Act V is one of the most memorable in all of drama. Relate this scene to the overall play and examine what makes Lady Macbeth's revelation so provoking. 

d. Choose two of the minor characters in Macbeth and examine how they contribute to the play's action. 

e. Examine Macbeth's mental deterioration throughout the play. 

f. Discuss the speech Macbeth gives upon hearing that his wife is dead in Act V, Scene V. How do his words capture one of the major themes in the drama? 

AND

II. Choose one of the following options for the kinesthetic portion of your project.

a. Memorize and perform a dramatic monologue from the play (it must be one you have NOT already done in Drama class)

b. Create a journal for either Macbeth or Lady Macbeth, complete with at least 10 journal entries.  The entire journal should be aged appropriately (tea-stained or coffee-stained).  You should attempt to “sound” Shakespearean and should incorporate at least one quote per journal entry.  Each journal entry should be at least a ½ page handwritten.

c. Create a portfolio of 5 detailed drawings (for those of you who are artistically inclined) of period fashion from the Renaissance and/or Shakespearean scenes.  The number of drawings goes up or down depending on the complexity of your work.  If you do one outstanding painting, for example, it would suffice instead of 5 drawings.

d. Trace the use of blood imagery throughout the play, then create a PowerPoint presentation in which you present the importance of blood in Macbeth.
e. Create a newspaper reporting all the major events of the play.  You may create the newspaper by computer or by hand.  If made by hand, however, all articles should be typed before glued onto anything.  Images of Macbeth and other characters (different actors from different time periods) may be used from the Internet, but you may also use your own artwork if you wish.  I suggest taking a good look at a modern newspaper before beginning to get ideas for what types of articles to include (headline articles, editorials, obituaries, etc.).
